Mr. T. W. Meharry, Chief Geodetic
Surveyor and Inspector of Plans
and Surveys, Survey Division,
Lands Department;

J. Gibson, Assistant Under-Sec-
retary, Chief Secretary’s Depart-
ment;

Mr. G. Cooper, Senior Inspector, Public
Service Commissioner’s Office;
assisted by the Acting Government
Astronomer (Mr. B, Harris)—

sought, in the course of its investigations,
the advice of Professor Bok and Dr. A. R.
Hogez of the Mt. Stromlo Observatory,
and others, and finally decided upon a site
in close proximity to the first site selected.
This site comprises portion of lots 791 and
792 and is portion of State Porests Nos. 7
and 22, and is 2} miles east of Bickley
townsite.

A sum of £40,000 has been provided on
the Loan Estimates this vear for the com-
mencement of the new Observatory, and
planning is now under way for the neces-
sary. buildings. The Main Roads Depart-
ment engineers have visited the site and
road alipnments have already been worked
out. It is expected that the ecapital cost
of the new project will be in the vicinity
of £125,000.

In this transfer there will be some initial
disturbance of existing services; but in
view of the nature of the projects which
are to be undertaken in this area in rela-
tion to the Government offices and the
switch road, and the importance of these
projects in maijor development of the eity.
this is considered to bhe justified and can-
not be avoided. ‘The time-signalling
apparatus will continue to function with-
out any disturbance whatsoever.

The Minister for Works has informed
me that the total Government offices
building project will cos{ approximately
£2,500,000, of which £1,600,000 is pro-
posed tc be expended in the present
financial vear. So members will see the
need for the great urgency in the com-
mencement of the building, and T hope
that an expeditious passage will be given
to this measure.

Mr.

In eonclusion, I would emphasise that
the land within the composite reserve will
be available for the use and requirements
of the Government.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr.
Hawhke  (Leader of the Opposition).

House adjourned at 8.2 p.m.
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The PRESIDENT (The Hon. L. C. Diver)
took the Chair at 2.30 p.m. and read
prayers.

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
1. This guestion was posiponed.

SOUTH BEACH
Siting of New Railway Installations

2, The Hon. R. THOMPSON asked the
Minister for Local Government:

With reference to the reply to my
question on  Tuesday, the Tth
August, 1963, regarding reclama-
tion work at South Beach, when,
is it considered, will a decision be
made in the siting of railway in-
stallations in this area?

The Hon. L. A, LOGAN replied:

The matter is being studied by
an interdepartmental committee.
There are a number of technical
problems involved and a decision
cannct be made until the com-
mittee’s report has been received
and studied.

KALGOORLIE MINERS
Eraminations by Kalgoorlie Hospitael
Medical Officer
3. The Hon. R. H. C. STUBBS asked the

Minister for Mines:

(1) How many examinations of miners
have heen carried out during the
previous three years under the
direction of the Medical Officer,
Kalgoorlie Hospital?
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Number Suffering from Silicosis end
Associated Diseases
(2) How many miners in each of the
years were found to have silicosis
and/or tuberculosis, emphysema,
bronchitis?

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH replied;

1) 1060—5,750.

2)
Early sllicoats—

4.

1961—5,755.
1962—5,760.
1960 1961 1982

Previously pormal 50 54 50
Previously early silicosls ... 473 479 4609
Advanced silicosis—
FPrevioualy normal Nil Nil 1
Previously early silicosis .. 5 18 10
Previously advanced sili-
cosls RO Nil Nil

Silicoeis with tuberctlosis—
Previously normal - 2 1
Previously eatly silicosis . 3 ]
Previously nfh anced sili-
coals e NI Nil Nil

-2

Tubercalosis ... 3 3 1
Emphysema .. Records not kept.
Broncehitis Records not kept.

STANDARD GAUGE RAILWAY
Route to B.H.P. Sites

The Hon. F. R. H. LAVERY asked the

Minister for Mines:
With regard to the proposed stan-
dard gauge railway through the
Cockburn and Kwinana Shire Dis-
tricts-—

(a) What is the final route to the
B.H.P. siies?

(b) Would it not be economical to
follow the route of the already
existing line?

Effect on Naval Base School

(e} Does the proposed line encroach
on the Naval Base School?

(d) If the reply to (c¢) is “Yes”, and
the school will have to be shifted,
to whom will the cost be appor-
tioned—the Railways Department,
the Education Department, or the
Main Roads Department?

Plan of Route

{e) Could a plan of the route be made
available to the House?

The Hon., A. P. GRIFFITH replied:

(a) The final location of this section
of the standard gauge route has
yvet to be decided.

{b) On economic grounds, as well as
for other reasons, it is considered
preferable to avold the major por-
tion of the existing route.

(c) Present indications are that the
route will not encroach on the
Naval Base School.

(d) Answered by (¢).

(e) Answered by {(a). When a final
location is decided upon a plan of
the route could be made available.

COOLGARDIE-ESPERANCE ROAD
Widening

The Hon. R. H. C. STUBBS asked the

Minister for Mines;
Is it the intention of the Govern-
ment this financial year to widen
the bitumen road between Cool-
gardie and Esperance, particu-
larly where the shoulders are
badly worn, leaving the road nar-
row in many places?

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH replied:
This is a work of considerable
magnhitude and, on account of
high priorities elsewhere in the
area, must be spread over a period
of years. However, substantial
funds have been provided on the
department’s current programme
of works for the widening of sec-
tions of this road.

This question was postponed.

SCHOOL-LEAVING AGE
Prosecutions, etc.

The Hon. R. H. C. STUBBS asked
the Minister for Mines:

(1) If a child who has turned fourteen
years of age is able to obtain em~-
ployment, will he be allowed to
leave school before the end of the
year and thus avoid the competi-
tion of children with Junior and
Leaving Certificates seeking Jjobs
at the same time?

{2) (a) Have there been any prosecu-
tions involving children leav-
ing school before the end of
the year in which they attain
the age of fourteen?

(h) If the answer to (a) is
IIYES,,-_.
(i) how many cases were
there; and

(ii) what fines and costs were
involved in each case?

The Hon. A, P. GRIFFITH replied:

(1} Yes, if the employment is suitable
and if, in the opinion of the Min-
ister, his best interests would be
served.

(2) (a) Yes.

(b) (i) Three, and one pending.
(ii) In one case £2 fine and
8s. costs, and the other
two cases were of boys
who refused to attend
school and they were com-
mitted to the care of the
Child Welfare Depart-

ment.
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METROPOLITAN REGION SCHEME
Land for Open Spaces and Roads

8. The Hon. H. C. STRICKLAND asked
the Minister for Town Planning:

On what number of lots in each
instance did the authority base its
estimated costs for—

(a) acquisition of land for regional
open space—£2,250,000; and

(b) acquisition of land for regional
roads—£2,54¢,000

as §tated on page 46 of the Metro-
xfgéxztgn Region Scheme Report,

“The Hon. L. A. LOGAN replied:

(a) and (b) Estimates which the
authority’s report emphasised were
in broad terms only were not
based on numbers of lots. In the
case of open space, estimates were
based on the areas involved, and
in the case of roads on chainage.

LAW COURT AT BROOME
Reduction in Status

The Hon. H, ¢. STRICKLAND asked
the Minister for Justice:

If it is a fact that he has decided
to reduce the status of the iaw
court at Broome and thereby
further depress the importance
and economy of that town. will
the Minister explain to the House
which changes have taken place—
or are contemplated—and then
give his reasons for such action?

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH replied:

No reducticn in status has taken
place or is contemplated, although
the better court and accommoda-
tion facilities at Derby have lately
been utilised.

A new residence for the magistrate
is being constructed at Broome
and consideration will be given to
improving the existing court facili-
ties at Broome.

)

RESERVES BILL
Standing Orders Suspension

THE HON. A. F. GRIFFITH (Suburban
— Minister for Mines) {2.47 p.m.1: I move—
That s¢ much of the Standing
Orders be suspended so as to enahle
a Bill for “An Act to cancel Reserves
Nos. 3421 and 3495 classified as of
Class “A” and to create Reserve No.
26741 for the purpose of the use and
requirements of the Government and
classify it as of Class "A” to be taken
on receipt of a Message from the
Legislative Assembly and to have pre-
cedence each day before the Address-
in-Reply, and to be passed through
all stages at any one sitting.”

[COUNCIL.]

I gave notice of this motion yesterday
and I will now explain briefly to the House
the reason for it. I was not sure—and
now I am still less sure-—that its purpose
would be availed of today, because the Bili
is still being debated in the Legislative As-
sembly. The Government is anxious to
have the Bill, to which the motion refers,
passed as soon as possible, Whether it will
reach us today I could not say, but even
if it does I will not use the permission
granted by the House to suspend Standing
Orders indiscriminately. In any case, 1
am sure the House would not allow that.

It may be that in the course of handling
this Bill the suspension of Standing
Orders will not be necessary, and in that
event I prefer not to avail myself of it.
However, in view of the importance of
the Bill, the House could agree to the
motion in the event of the Rill being
brought forward today.

Question put and passed.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY: SECOND DAY
Motion

Debate resumed, from the 1st August, on
the following motion by The Hon, A. R.
Jones:—

That the following Address be pre-
sented to His Excellency the Lieuten-
ant-Governor and Administrator in
reply to the Speech he has been
pleased to deliver:—

May it please Your Excellency:
We, the members of the Legisla-
tive Council of the Parliament of
Western Australia, in Parliament
assembled, beg to express our
loyalty to our Most Gracious
Sovereign and to thank Your Ex-
cellency for the Speech you have
been pleased to deliver to Parlia-
ment,

THE HON. W, F, WILLESEE (North)
[2.50 pm.l: I would like to offer my
congratulations to the two new members
who have been elected to this Chamber.
The Hon. J. Dolan bears a name which
is well known throughout Western Aus-
tralia, and I wish him suceess in his par-
liamentary career. The Hon. D. P. Dellar
is equally well known in his area on the
goldfields where he has built up a great
record as an athlete: I similarly wish him
success in his parliamentary career. Both
these members follow very distinguished
members of this House, and I feel sure
they will emulate their predecessors very
successfully.

It was of interest to me to read in
The West Austrelian of the 16th July, 1963,
that many of the West Australian statutes
and enactments were to be overhauled,
brought up to date, and made easier to
read and understand than they are at
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present. Many of our Acts are outmoded,
and it is a matter for congratulation that
this task is to be tackled, so as to put in
simple language the laws of the State, and
have them brought up to date,

Together with many people, I attended
the opening ceremony of the Ord River
Dam at Kununwrra., It was a day for con-
gratulations all round in view of what had
been achieved through feats of engineer-
ing, road construction, and establishment
of farms. Up to date the problems have
principally been surmountable, because of
the exactitude of engineering and the allo-
cation of the required amount of money in
given quantities. The great “if” in this
venture now lies with the responsibilities
reposed in the farmers who will have to
prove its economic success. I am sure
everyone in Australia wishes them well.
One feels that the farmers cannot be
allowed to fail; they must be given all the
technical help that is available from Gov-
ernment departments and, if need be, they
must be given every financial assistance by
the Government, because on their shoul-
ders rests the entire responsibility for the
success of the scheme.

As a result of the facilities provided by
the research station it has been known for
some time that certain erops can be grown
at Kununurrga, but there remains the fun-
damental application of practice whereby
good hard money is paid out and taken in.
It is only with a farmer trying the venture
out on this basis that the success of the
scheme can be determined. The settlers
have a great responsibility, because their
operations in future will determine the
success of the dam project and the settle-
ment of more farmers in that area. To-
gether with other people I wish the first
settlers infinite success.

On Tuesday last T asked a question re-
lating to the jetty at Broome, and the
reply was that a submission for financial
assistance for the building of the port had
been made to the Commonwealth Govern-
ment but as yet no decision had been
received. I feel sure that, in view of the
high and consistent maintenance costs, the
time is fast approaching when it will be a
sound financial proposition to build a new
jetty altogeiher oué of the moneys allo-
cated for maintenance from the revenue
of the Government.

This is an old jetty and must have
reached fhe stage where, irrespective of
how much money is spent on pile driving
and maintenance, it does not serve the
required purpose. So I suggest, if the sub-
mission to the Commonwealth Government
fails in this instance, it would be feasible
for the State Government to utilise the
equipment available from the Harbours and
Rivers Department to construct a new jeity
at Broome when the jetty at Derby has
been completed. It will only mean moving
the equipment down the coast to the next

0]
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port. By doing that the situation at
Broome would he relieved and a deep-
water port would be provided.

The Hon. L. A. Logan: Do you want a
new jetty or a land-backed berth?

The Hon. W. F. WILLESEE: I think
only a deep-water jetty is required—mnot a
very elaborate structure, and something
in the vicinity of £750,000 would be suffi-
cient.

Over the last few months quite a lot of
publicity has been given to the prawning
industry, which was highlighted by the
fact that 25 licenses had been granted to
people to carry out prawning operations
in the Shark Bay-Carnarvon area. Pre-
viously only a few boats were engaged in
those operations—not more than three.
They pioneered or prospected the area up
to the point when the 25 licenses were
granted. It seems to me that the issue
of 25 licenses for the first year is quite
high; but be that as it may, that was
the decision of people in the know.

The two companies which are now

handling the prawns have outlaid several

thousand pounds in preparation of plant,
and one can only wish them every success
in this venture. I was disappointed to find
that not one local fisherman in Carnarvon
or Shark Bay had received a permit to fish
for prawns, and I cannot see the reason
for that. The local fishermen, if issued
with licenses, would have fished for the
two companies which are now operating.
In the Shark Bay area thers has been a
noted deficiency in the guantities of snap-
per this season, compared with previous
seasons; so, the extension of prawning to
these fishermen would have alleviated their
problem and consolidated their capital in-
vestment.

The Hon. R. Thompson: They have
been given to the big business interests.

The., Hon. W, FP, WILLESEE: If it is
proven that the industry can stand the
issue of further licenses, the fishermen who,
up to this time, have been overlooked
should be given preference, because it must
be remembered they live in the two towns
and operate entirely from shore at Shark
Bay or Carnarvoen. They, together with
their families, have lived in the area for
a lifetime; and in some cases so did their
forefathers. There exists a glaring anom-
ally, and I can find no justification for it.
I hope the position will be alleviated as
soon as possible.

The distance between the turn off from
the Great Northern Highway and Shark
Bay is some 67 miles. With the advent of
the prawning industry, Shark Bay is be-
coming increasingly popular as a tourist
resort. This road now takes a great
deal more traffic than in previous years.
Within the last eight years an aerodrome
has been constructed in the area, some 21
miles from the town, and a bi-weekly air
servite operates.
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I have a request before the Minister for
Works, that he should consider bitumin-
ising the 21-mile section from the aerop-
drome to the town, becaupse at present
the amount of increased traffic is mere
than the roadway can bear. If this were
done, aerodrome facilities would be avail-
able throughout the year, whereas at
present sections of the roadway are not
trafficable in wet weather, The town,
with its tourist traffic, and its greater
importance through inecrezsed industry,
would be kept more in touch with, shall
we say, civilisation, and therefore I do
not think the request to bituminise 21
miles of roadway is an excessive one for
the Main Roads Department to meet.

I wish to comment on the position of
the Government concerning the State
Shipping Service to Onslow. In my
opinion the Government’s decision was
mede with too much haste. People need
to be encouraged to stay in the north-
west, although at times it may be at
considerable cost to them. We recognise
this when it comes tp Kununurrs,.
say: “Spend millions on a dam, on
roads, and on the Iacilities that go with
them, and establish farms for the pur-
bose of growing additional products,” All
that is very laudable, and it hag the sup-
port of everyone. But in my view the
Government is not being consistent in its
aporoach to Onslow. It says: “"We are
going to do something entirely different
here; we are not going to make the same
approach; we are not going to extend the
same consideration. We are going to say
we will curtail your facilities;

Dleasze yourself what
care very much about you."

People most
ment's decision
Vested_ in the

affected by the Govern-
are those who have in-

be, is taken awa ., then those who remain
may have lost overnight on their capital
1nv_estments: and their propositions, on
which they have worked for so long, are
no longer there.

The B.HF, leases are being operated at
a point some 86 to 100 miles from Onslow,
and in the next three to four years de-
eisions will be made regarding the export
of jron ore. It is concejvable that
Onslow might be the town in which the
company would like to establish jts staff,
and the stafi's womenfolk; and even if
the company were not located within the
area of the bay itself, I have been told
by the company’s manager that the com-
bany would prefer to be established on a
site where water supplies and hospital

We.
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amenities would be available, rather than
g0 inland where there is terrific heat
during many months of the Vear.

Iron ore is the topic of the day, and
while these matters are being considered
there is no need to curtail the State
Shipping Service, or prevent the ships
from calling at Onslow until final con-
clusions have been reached.

I do not question the right of the road
going through the hinterland. I applaud
it. But it should have no adverse effect
on those who have to live and work in
Onslow, or those who are working in the
pastoral industry and who wish to support
the town. These are two separate issues.
I can assure the Government that it will
not be able to build a town at Nanutarra
crossing, at a basic cost of £13,000, which
would compare to the population of
Onslow,

The Hon. F. J. S. Wise: Nothing like!
There is no reason for a town to be there.

The Hon. W. F. WILLESEE: I hope it
Is not too late to give further considera-
tion to this matter. I wonder how many
people in the Public Works Department,
on an engineering level, have given con-
sideration to building a new type of jetty
in the area. When we see the harhours
and rivers structure at Wyndham, and
the structure now being erected at Derby,
we see an entirely different type of struc-
ture from that which was built in the
north-west in the past. They reflect a
more modern concept. ‘They sare a
stronger type of building and to the
layman they look as though they were
built to stay,

When we consider the history of the
Onslow jetty we find that in the be-
ginning it was an experiment in the use
of concrete. The experiment failed, and
further attempts were made to stabilise
the jetty, In my view there was never
anything in favour of the new jetty, be-
cause it was built on a sructure which
had already failed. I am told that at
the moment there is 21 ft. of water there;
and it would seem to me that an entirely
new approach to a jetty—even a new jetty
in a different position—might be the
answer. If we take an average of, say,
70 years, I believe we would find that
that portion of the north-west coast has
not been subject to any more cyclones
than has any other portion of the State.
It is quite likely that the next blow—
though I hope we will not get one—would
strike at Port Hedland, in which case there
might be much greater devastation, al}d a
more appalling loss, than Onslow might
suffer.

When in future we build homes in the
north, they must all be cyclone-proof. I
appreciate this will involve econsiderable
cepital cost, and it is a problem when
we speak of economic rents. The fact.
remains, however, that most of the damage
to homes in Onslow was to State Housing
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Commission homes. Many people who
built private homes knew what types of
houses to build, and those houses have
stood up to previous blows on many
cecasions.

The Government should give Onslow the
same consideration that it gives other
towns in the north. It should not he
sacrificed, but should be helped. Who
can tell whether five years from now
Onslow may not be just as prosperous as
Port Hedland or Derby; because ho one
could have foreseen the rate of growth
of the latter towns over the last 10 years?
They have “growed like Topsy.” 1 can
recall when it was said by the older people
of the Pilbara that Roebourne was ready
to be buried. Then Wittencom Gorge
started developing and it has flourished
ever since. If BHP. were {0 move, the
same thing might apply to Onslow. I
hope the Government will give further
thought to this matter in an effort to link
Onslow with the greater progress of the
north. Onslow should be treated as part
arid parcel of the north-west and should
he encouraged to develop and prosper. I
support the motion.

THE HON. N. E. BAXTER (Central)
[3.9 pm.J1: In addressing myself to the
motion I would, firstly, like to congratu-
late the two members newly elected to
this House: namely, The Hon. D. P. Dellar
and The Hon. J. Dolan. I trust their stay
in the House will be a long one, and I
am confident they will contribute much
to our deliberations. I would like to wel-
come them and to offer them my assist-
ance in any way I can. Before dealing
with other matters, I would like to thank
the Minister for Mines for his congratula-
tions on my election to the position of
Chairman of Committees. T also express
my appreciation to members for being
good enough to elect me and foxj showing
confidence in me. I will try to live up to
their confidence and, as I said earlier,
I will try to emulate the example set by
the late Mr. Bill Hall,

Dealing now with the Lieutenant-Gov-
ernor’s Speech, T would first like to refer
to agricultural matters. It strikes me as
rather strange that after the preliminary
section of the Speech that was prepared
for delivery by the Lieutenant-Governor
there is a part which reads —

The State is seeking Commonwealth
financial assistance over the next
three years, so that the waters of the
Ord River Diversion Dam can be pro-
gressively distributed over 30,000 acres.
Meanwhile, a case for the building of
the Main Ord River Dam is being pre-~
pared for presentation to the Com-
monwealth Government early in 1964.
It is hoped that these representations
will be successful so that tenders may
be called for construction to commence
in 1965.
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As we have been told, this scheme is more
or less an experimental one—it is not a
proved scheme, although we 81! hope it
will be highly successful. Huge sums of
money will be spent on the project and
one could not do other than wish it every
success, but it rather strikes me as though
the Government is putting the cart before
the horse.

When we turn from page 4 of the
Speech to page 6 we see that this page con-
tains matters which in my opinion are just
as important as the Ord River scheme—I
refer to the extension of the comprehensive
water scheme throughout Western Aus-
tralia. An extension of the comprehensive
water scheme would mean an increased in-
come of millions of pounds annually to
this State. As we all know an applica-
tion has been made to the Federal
Government to provide approximately
£5,000,000, which the State will meet on
a £ for £ basis, to extend the comprehen-
sive water scheme. This matter is referred
to in the Lieutenant-Governor’'s Speech
but it is not given precedence over the Ord
River scheme. Perhaps it is a moot point,
but I believe it should be given priority.

I am a little nonplussed and I would like
to know why the Government saw fit,
when presenting a case for assistance to
extend the comprehensive water scheme,
1t also presented a case for a grant of
£3,200,000 for the Ord River scheme. Those
members who represent the agricultural
areas began to wonder which scheme had
first priority in the Government’s mind.
That was only natural because the com-
prehensive water scheme extensions affect
our area; and as you, Mr. President, know
we were glarmed at the fact that the two
applications for assistance were presented
to the Commonwealth Govermnent at the
same time.

We all remember that when the State
Government applied to the Commonwealth
Government in 1960 to provide extra
money for an extension of the compre-
hensive water scheme, negotiations were
proceeding at the same time regarding the
building of the broad gauge railway, I am
absolutely certain that the decision of the
Commonwealth Government to come to
the party in respect of the building of
a broad gauge railway automatically
threw our case for an extension of the
comprehensive water scheme overboard.
That is the main reason why it has been
delayed until now. Therefore it is no
wonder that all members representing
agricultural areas are anxiously waiting
to see whether the Commonwealth Govern-
ment will on this occasion ¢come to the
party and find £5,000,000 over the next
seven years to assist in the extension of
our comprehensive water scheme,

In my view we should put first things
first and try to assist those schemes which
mean most to the State at the present
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juncture, We should do everything pos-
sible to assist in the production of goods
for export so that we can build up the
State’s income and so benefit everybody
in the State. I am not decrying the merits
of the Ord River scheme; I think it could
be a wonderfui venture and I sincerely
hope it will be. However, I think greater
priority should be given to the compre-
hensive water scheme extensions than they
have received up to date.

I should now like to refer to the very
heavy rains which have fallen during this
winter, and to mention the damage that
has bheen caused, particularly to roads
throughout the central wheat belt and
throughout the Central Province, which
contains most of the central wheat helt.
Everybody knows that in those areas there
have been heavy falls of rain and severe
floodings. Many of the arterial roads have
been closed for periods of weeks at a time.
In some instances motorists have had to
travel many extra miles to pet from one
point to another. 'The railway road bus
that serves the Beacon line has been
travelling some 117 miles twice a week;
whereas its normal run is 60 miles. That
is only one instance, and further down the
situation has been even worse.

The floods have cut roads and washed
out culverts, and only recently I made a
trip from Wryalkatchem to Cunderdin
which teok me 14 hours. One evening
some time previously I made a trip from
Cunderdin to Koorda, which is a further
30 miles, and that took me only 1 hours,

s0 members can see how bad the roads

are.

Actually the particular road to which
I am referring is in a much better condi-
tion than it was some time ago, hecause
since the rains have eased a little the
local authority concerned has been able
to do a lot of work on topping, gravelling,
and forming. It has spent a consider-
gble sum of money to try to put its roads
into a trafficable condition. Only last
week I travelled over this particular road
and I could not get through on a direct
route from Wyalkatchem to Cunderdin.
One had to go down the main road, branch
off, and then work back along another
road.

My point in raising these matters is to
ask a guestion: Are the local authorities
going to be able to stand the cost of re-
habilitating these badly damaged roads?
My belief is that they will not be able to
do so, and that 1s the feeling of the local
authorities also. I have had a recent case
presented to me where one local authority
has just spent £1,779 on a road but was
reimbursed only to the tune of £200 by
the Main Roads Department. I trust that
is not going to be the attitude of the de-
partment in regard to special grants to
assist local authorites in the rehahilitation
of their roads.

[COUNCIL.]

After all, the money for roads is found
by the taxpayer through the petrol fax,
and we in this State get a good return
from the Federal aid roads grant. Even
if the Main Roads Department has to de-
lay until next year some of its plans to
extend roads in some areas, or to do cer-
tain deviations which are not really
urgent, and allows the local authorities a
greater sum of money for the rehabilita-
tion of badly damaged roads, I think it
would be a good idea. The Main Roads
Department does make some fairly exten-
sive deviations on our main roads, very
often oniy to take the bad bends out of
a road. I believe if that sort of wark
were delayed for 12 months it would not
hurt anybody so long as money was avail-
able for local authorities to enable them
to repair rain damaged roads.

It also means that if the logcal authority
has to spend its revenue on rehabilitation,
there is no chance of its having any money
over for contributory bitumen schemes and
expansions in its district. This applies to
all local authorities. This would mean
they would be back where they were the
previous year, without bheing able to do
anything at all in the current year in
regard to further road development.

I trust the Government will give very
grave consideration to this matter, and try
to persuade the Commissioner of Main
Roads that grants for the relief of fiood
damage should be fairly reasonable, be-
cause of the season we have just experi-
enced. This would be of great assistance
to local authorities.

I would now like to make a few remarks
on education as I see it, and, no doubt,
as it is viewed by others. In some ways
we are certainly progressing in our educa-
tional system. We have come a long way.
We have heard speeches on child delin-
quency in this Chamber. For instance,
the Minister referred to child delinguency
and said that to a degree this was the
responsibility of parents:; that a lot of it
came from the home.

I am convinced, however, that there is
another aspect which must be considered.
I have no doubt that when we took the
cane out of the schools we also took out
discipline. That may sound harsh, but
there is a distinct tendency among some
of the young rascals today who are stealing
motorcars and committing other offences
to completely disregard any consequences
that might follow. These young fellows
ought to be given the whip or the cat.

It is not so long age that the whip was
used in this State. It was used because
of a particular offence by a certain young
person. As T look around this Chamber
I do not think I could pick out any one
member who was not brought up on the
cane, particularly in school. Are we any
worse off for It? I would say we are much
better off as a result of the discipline we
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experienced. It taught us a sense of re-
sponsibility, and gave us a healthy respect
for our teachers. But that is not the case
today.

I have heard young people talk about
their teachers in a fashion which shows
that they have very little respect for them.
This is only because the teachers have no
authority to mete out the discipline which
is so urgently required.

The Hon. A, F. Grifith: You are advo-
cating corporal punishment,

The Hon, N. E. BAXTER: The Minister
may call it that if he wishes. Did the
Minister's father never take the strap or
the stick to him?

The, Hon. W. F. Willesee:
enough.

The Hon. F. J. S, Wise:
him any good,

The Hon. N. E. BAXTER: I can see no
difference whatever in the strap or the
cane applied by a parent at home, and
similar punishment being meted out at
school. I know that my father very often
took the strap to me when I was young.

The Hon. A. P, Griffith: I am sorry that
you were so badly behaved that your father
had to do that.

The Hon. F. J. S. Wise: And your father
was a very kindly man!

The Hon. N. E. BAXTER: That is so.
On one or two occasions, however, T
needed it., We have, however, fallen
down very badly in our discipline towards
youngsters today. T still maintain that the
use of the cane would make a big differ-
ence in our schools.

We all know there has been a certain
amount of controversy between various
sections in regard to religious instruction
being given in schools. I do not propose
to debate the right or the wrong of that
aspect. But I do agree wholeheartedly
that the discipline in the schools is not
as good as it used to be. I am sure no-
body would refute that statement. I know
that is so from my own experience, and
from what I have heard my own youngsters
and the youngsters of my neighhours say
when they were at school. Their whole
attitude towards the teachers indicated a
complete lack of discipline and an equally
complete lack of respect.

This may be due in part to the fact that
the tendency in recent years has been to
push as many young teachers as possihle
through the training college. This is all
very well, but where is it getting us in
some respects? As we all know we have
all types coming out of the training college.
Some of these young teachers are interested
in teaching merely as a jobh, and are quite
happy as long as they receive their weekly
or their fortnightly wage. The question
of discipline does not worry them very
much as long as they get through their
day's work. There does not seem to be

Not often
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any effori on the part of the department
to place these young teachers in a position
where they can gradually grow up with the
educational system. I know of students
who have come out of the training college,
have gone into a primary school for 12
months, and have then suddenly bheen
transferred to a junior high school to teach
children who were not very much their
junior.

I think we all have a fair idea of the
activities of the present-day youth, and we
all abpreciate the attitude of young
students who are being taught by a teacher
who is not many years their senior; one
who does not look much clder, whether it
be a male or a female teacher. It is cer-
tainly not one of respect, nor is it one
that will create discipline and obedience,
In fact, just the opposite is the case. Their
whole attitude towards young teachers is:
here is somebody with whom we can have
a lot of fun and whom we can lead on.

I deplore the system of putting young
teachers who are immature into schools to
teach modern teenagers. If we are to take
our educational system along the right
lines, we should set down a standard of
experience among teachers—Ilet us say three
years’ experience in the infant or primary
schools—before they are posted to junior
high schools. I trust the Government will
take cognisance of what I have said, and
realise that by using the right type of
teacher this can be carried out. We
have a number of mature {eachers in this
State; there are supply teachers, and
others, who are quite suitable for the
purpose I have outlined. The department
should get down to brass tacks and work
out the types of teachers who should teach
certain types of students.

The Hon. R. Thompson: After this year
our teachers will not be recognised in
England.

The Hon. N, E, BAXTER: 1 do not
wish to touch on that aspect. As I have
said, the position is getting worse; it is
certainly not improving, and If we do not
do something to correct it, the discipline
in our schools will become worse than it
is now. In our days it was compulsory
for us to attend drill on the playground,
but there is nothing like that today. There
is certainly physical instruction in the
schools today, but there is not the atiend-
ant discipline which was so marked &
feature of our drill classes. We would he
marched up and down like soldiers: made
to turn right, {0 turn lefi, and to go
through all the drill that would normally
be expected of a soldier. This helped to
provide the discipline s0 necessary for
young teenage boys.

I would now like to touch on the school-
building side of education. The tendency
has developed in the last five or six years
to increase the cost of school buildings.
I say this because before tenders are called
for the erection of a school building it is
anarent.ly necessary to have an architect’s
pian.
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That sounds very well, but from what
source are these plans coming? I do not
want to decry a certain business section
of the community, but the State will have
to take a serious look at this maiter, par-
ticularly in relation to the cost of these
plans and the cost of supervision by arch-
itects. 1 do not belleve it is necessary to
have a separate architectural plan for
every school that is built in this State,
particularly primary schools. We should
have a basic plan laid down for the build-
ing of primary schools. There should only
bhe varfations in the plan in relation to the
foundation, according to the topography
%t;ﬁi-;ll:e ground on which the school is to be

To spend thousands of pounds annually
to have separate plans drawn for each
school—usually by private architects—is
too silly,. I am not speaking against
private architects, but in the interests of
the State, as the money saved would mean
the erection of more classrcoms. I think
the Government should take a serious look
at this matter. I have approached the
Minister for Education on the subject, and
I have now brought the issue before this
House to see what can be saved
by using a2 basic plan for schools.

I think we all know that when a school
is planned today the building often starts
off with two or three classrooms, and is
later extended according to plan. Most
of the schools are a U-type shape, with a
long section and two leaders cut—and they
vary very little. Even if they were identical,
I do not think that would do any harm
so long as they were a good sane type of
building, convenient for both the children
and the teachers. More important still, it
would be more economical for the State.
I believe this is & matter than can be well
gone into; and if something is done about
it thousands of pounds of loan money will
be saved and more classrooms will be built
as a consequence.

Ancther matter has been referred to me
in connection with the bitumen paving of
school grounds. The situation js that a
contractor or 2 subcontractor is employed
to do the bitumen paving work on school
grounds. He works under the architect
who often knows nothing about bitumen
paving, and often knows very little about
drainage. During the work supervision is
ecarried out by the Public Works Depart-
ment supervisor who inspects and passes
judgment on the bitumen work for that
particular job.

It requires a specialist to do this job,
and I think it is high time the Government
thought of having a special man appointed
for the purpose. Within one of the Gov-
ernment’s own departments is a man who
is recognised by the oil companies who
supply the bitumen as being one of the
best men in the State in regard to bitumen
paving outside of their own men. I am
given to understand that if a man of this
calibre were employed purely to supervise
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all the bitumen paving jobs carried out in
this State, at least £30,000 would be saved
in this connecticn alone. I trust the Gov-
ernment will give some thought to this
matter and to the saving of money in the
ways I have mentioned.

I now wish to refer to the development
of the north-west, We have heard a great
deal ahout the north-west in recent times,
particularly in regard to the Ord River
scheme. Some time ago I was reading &
report which was prepared many years ago
by a Government committee headed by an
eminent member of this Chamber, Mr.
Wise. This report foretold the future of
the north-west and mentloned such a place
as the Ord River. At this time I think we
should all give some credit to the man—
irrespective of the fact that he is a mem-~
ber of this Chamber—who has done such a
lot for the north, not only in respect of the
commencement of the present sgricultural
activities in the Carnarvon district, but
throughout the north-west, and even ex-
tending to the Northern Territory.

In my opinion, this man helped to lay
down the foundation and development of
the north, and I would like to offer my
thanks to him for what he has done in
that respect. I trust that maeny others in
this State will realise what he has done
over the years in trying to push the north-
west ahead. That area is just starting to
go ahead today, and I think Mr. Wise
should be heartened to feel that some
appreciation has been extended to him for
his work in the past.

Before concluding, I would like to speak
about decentralisation. I have looked
through the Lieutenant-Governor's Speech
—if T am wrong I will apologise—but
strangely enough I cannot find any mention
of the word “decentralisation.” This word
has been used 2 Iot in recent titnes. During
the annual conference of my party it was
referred fo by our Federal leader and by
some leaders of our organisation in the
other States. It has been mentioned by
other parties at their conferences; and
it has also been mentioned quite con-
siderably this year in connection with the
seminars held at the University. However,
I have not yet heard any suggestions from
these people as to where we should start
with decentralisation. One might say we
started with Laporte at Bunbury, by com-
mencing the super works at Esperance,
and in regard to some of the other larger
ventures, but is that to be the beginning
and the end of decentralisation?

In my opinion, we should start with
decentralisation by establishing the middle-
class type of man throughout the country
districts rather than have him conduct
his business in the city area. What has
ever heen offered to the small middle-class
businessman to start up a4 business in a
country town? Has he ever been given
any relief from freights, power costs, costs
of water, and costs of transport of all
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types? Not the slightest relief, as far as
I know, has ever been offered to a person
to commence a private business of any
type in a country town.

Yet, in the ¢ity I think the Government
still ¢carries guarantees for private business
to the tune of about £6,000,000. I believe
that if we are going to start on decentra-
lisation, then we as a Government and the
Commonwealth as a Government should
ke prepared to offer this type of man a
guarantee. I am of the opinion that a
certain sum of money should be set aside
annually to he used as a fund for decen-~
tralisation so it can be said to a middle-
class businessman who wants to start a
business in, say, Northam, Kellerberrin,
Katanning, or perhaps in any medium-
sized country town, ‘“Yes, we will provide
some money for you to subsidise the freight
and other additional costs you will have
to meet for power, water, ete. in the
establishment of your business.”

The Hon. J. G. Hislop: It might take
half a lifetime thousgh to establish it.

The Hon. N. E. BAXTER: That would
have to be worked out. I agree that some
limitation should be put upon it, and the
whole project would have to be considered
a5 to whether it would be a successful
venture in a number of years. It is the
same idea as is adopted in land develop-
ment. It is decided that it will take a lot
of capital to develop a properiy over a
period of three to five years. The same
system could he applied teo business con-
cerns.

If we are to advocate decentralisation,
we must be honest about it and do some-
thing to assist it. I do not believe that
merely establishing bigger businesses such
as Laporte and a super works in this or that
port is the answer to the problem. The
answer is to give every encouragement to
people to start their small businesses even
though they might only employ between
two and ten people. They are siill in-
creasing the population of those country
towns where they commence operations
and are thereby encouraging others to go
there.

I believe the Government should give
sincere thought to this matter and work
out the possibilities of encouraging the
middle-class man to commence his busi-

" ness in the country areas where he could
supply direct to the farming community
and the country-town dwellers rather than
force them to buy everyhing from the
cities or the coast.

That would be the answer to our prob-
lem rather than just talking ahout decen-
tralisation and doing nothing about it.
On that note I conclude and support the
motjon.

Debate adjourned, on motion by The
Hon. S. T. J. Thompson,

House adjourned af 3.43 p.m.
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